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Senator JIarry Flood Byrd, Ciiairmon 
Joint Conntiittoo on Itoduotlon of 

Monosflentlol Podoral Expondituros 
217-B SenRto Offioo BuildinG ! 

TTashlagton 86, D, 0, 

Uy dear Senator Dyrdt 

Hoooipt iB aoknowlodgod of your latter of 11 Ooooin- 
ber relative to the subiaisalon of tiie otrongth figurea of this 
Aconoy to the Joint Conualttoo on Roduotion of Koneasontlal 
Federal ExpondituroB, 

I have diflouasad this matter with the National Ooourity 
Council, whioh has suparirlBion over this Agonoy by rooont Aot 
of Congress, and have been lastruotod by 1^e Coimoil that, for 
essential security reasons, the strength of the Central Intel- 
llgenoo Agenoy sliould not bo fumiehod for publication. 

The publication of our strength would mako this data 
easily aooesslblo to oaomy agents in this oountxy, Suoh infor- 
mation would enable suoh agents to detenaine with relative oase 
the general progrsaa and strength of effort of the intelllgonoe 
aotivitios of the tJhltod Ctatos. I am sure you will &gi*«a 
that suoh a oontlngenoy would bo higlily uadoslrable, to oay 
the least. 


It has been our long-standing policy that no strongtlx 
figures will bo given out by this Agonoy for record purpoBos 
except to two apoolally cleared senior officials in tlio Bureau 
of tho Budget vdio aro charged with the handling of our budget 
problems. Tho Bureau of the Budget has coasistontly maintained 
tho oeourlty of our strength figures under ell olroumstanoca, 

"<•'0 have also several tiiaas in ‘the past arrsingod with oommlttoos 
of Congroas to withdraw i-equfssts for our strength figuroa for 
record purpoaos after discuaslng with them our essential bo- 
ourity roquirojBonts, Also, by long-standing verbal agrooment, 
we have funiishod no atrongth or individual paraoimol data to 
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It traffl suggested to the ropposentativo of your Cosarnittee 
who recently contacted us that the published strengid-i repart of ' 
Government agencies exclude jour figures^ such exclusion to bo 
explained by a footnote to the effect that national dofonae rea- 
sons make tluLs necessary., j 

i 

1 have no desire to ndthliold those figures i^om you 
personally, and will be pleased to sea you at yoxu' conven- 
lonce and to infom you verbally of our actual and contem- 
plated strength for your inforaation on3y, and, of course, not 
for publication. 

I am aura, you will understand ny own and the Kational 
Security Couiacil’o great cohoem about th© full security of 
the aotivitioa and operations of this Agency* I wish also to | 
assure you of ray full cooporatipn. with the needs and desires 
of your Committee to the utmost extent comnonsurato with our 
national defeno© and security* 

Xhe above considerations do z^t apply to the personnel 
figures of the National Security Council, however, and these 
will be forwarded to you on a moiithly basis, as you have re- 
quested. 

Sinoei*ely yours, 


Dl 


R. H. H ILL rr;i<ct-, TIER 

R E A r? t- . |_ ^ 1 1 r; ^ 

RECTOR or c [- « 1 l i m l l i g c n c 
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